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Family Learning

Children make most progress in their character development when school and home are working in partnership towards common goals. Family Learning at Floreat is when parents are invited into school to learn how best to support their child’s learning at home. These sessions establish the school and families as partners in the child’s learning. They are highly ordered, intentionally planned and calmly delivered, reflecting our values and methodology in the classroom. 
During the sessions, teachers explain to parents what and how exactly the children are learning. The children then join their parents, and complete the activities the teacher has set up, with the support of their parents. Teachers also provide some resources to take home e.g. number lines, alphabet cards etc. 

This document was designed to support teachers to set up and run successful Family Learning sessions, in this case for Reception, and focusing on Sounds Write (our early literacy programme). 


1. The room must be arranged with great care, and the team briefed so that the event runs smoothly from start to finish, demonstrating high expectations – of organisation and for learning.
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2. In one area of the hall activities are set up for children to complete with their parents. Activities might include cutting out straight and wavy lines, making things with play dough (with a recipe provided for use at home), and sheets with pictures of objects (eg. pan, van, pig) that can be spelled out with sounds to prompt a child to blend the sounds and match words to the correct picture. 



[image: /Users/Briar/Downloads/Untitled_Message-5/IMG_1600.JPG]


[image: ]
3. Parents are asked to take a coloured card alphabet on entry.

4. Parents are greeted in the auditorium area and talk them through the format of the session. Draw their attention to the evaluation sheets and ask for their gift of feedback before they leave! 


5. Explanation is provided as to why we teach sounds first - so children can blend sounds together to de-code/read words e.g. C-A-T. 

6. Parents are shown that pure sounds facilitate decoding, while hard sounds do not (eg. PAN vs. PAST)

7. The complete pure sounds alphabet, is worked through letter by letter, labouring on the difficult ones e.g. 
· l - your tongue doesn’t move down from the top of your mouth 
· m and n - m mouth closed, n big smile 
· q – sounds like as /c/ because the u is not there too to make /qw/ 
· f and v - similar so be careful

[bookmark: _GoBack]Parents are referred to YouTube - Tami Phonics for practise of these at home. 

8. Finally the carousel system is demonstrated with groups, split up to go to the tables. Pupils are brought out to work with their parents (or others’ parents if they’re not in attendance).
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‘Feedback is a gift.’

At Floreat we value feedback from the whole school community. 
Our community includes teachers, school leaders, parents, visiting professionals and children. 
Please use to the space below in which to reflect on what you have seen or been a part of.

Reflection: What did you enjoy and learn from? What was the impact of what you saw?
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Improvement: How could it have been made even better? What impact would that have?
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Feedback is a gift.

Whether you wanted it or not, you've probably received
some feedback on your job performance. Being able to identify
your strengths and weaknesses is key to improvement.
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