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Confident Voice and Perfect Partners

The aim of character development is to enable children to become the best version of themselves and to learn to relate successfully to each other. Confident and articulate communication helps us tobuild positive relationships with each other.
This document describes some of the routines and ‘teacher talk’ that Floreat teachers, from Nursery upwards, use day-in day-out to ensure all children become fluent, confident speakers.
The following techniques help us create a language-rich environment which extends children’s vocabulary and habituates the use of correct sentence structure in readiness for writing. 
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· Teachers explicitly teach (using significant modelling), and then give children repeated opportunities to explicitly practise, the Perfect Partner routine. 
· When children hear an adult say, ‘Perfect Partners’, they turn to the person next to them. 
· Children learn to be silent and independent when the problem arises of not having a partner next to them – they wave their hand and arrange to join someone else elsewhere on the carpet, or if not, they form a three. 
· Children face their partner with their shoulders parallel to each other. This is modelled by the adults in the classroom.
· Teachers model with other adults how to take turns in a conversation, then children practise this.
· Children learn to come out of 'Perfect Partners' following an agreed signal eg. countdown or hand clap.
Language: 
“Perfect Partners always face each other and look each other in the eye.”
      “Thank you for being my Perfect Partner.”
Full and expanded sentences 
· Teachers model and establish Full Sentence and Expand hand gestures (see video on Perfect Partners and Confident Voice), which pupils recognise as meaning that they must answer in full sentences, including explanation and interesting vocabulary.
· These hand signals enable teachers to uphold high expectations without repeatedly interrupting children.
Confident Voice 
· Teachers establish the meaning (clarity, projection and volume) of a Confident Voice.
· They then praise children who already use their Confident Voice, deploying them as exemplars for other children and encouraging others to use their Confident Voice. 
Language: 
“The class / your parents / the school really want to hear your Confident Voice.”
“Wow Maria! We can really hear your Confident Voice.” 
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